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The State Department Education 


CLIFTON 


STATE DEPARTMENT EDUCATION mere creature 
law and operates according the provisions the 
general code. Indeed, there are those who hold that 

state department should confine its activities the letter 
the law, functioning bureau statistics and dispenser 
pedagogic pabulum. Fortunately, this conception has never 
prevailed Ohio, due, large measure doubt, the fact 
that Samuel Lewis, the first superintendent common schools 
the state (1837-40), assumed once the position educa- 
tional leadership which conceived implication his 
official title. Succeeding incumbents the office have held more 
less closely the practice this noted educator, whose wise 
leadership was appreciated his day and whose pedagogic vis- 
ion accounts for some the valuable procedures the present. 
For many years successive superintendents public 
instruction labored almost single-handed systematize the 
schools the state and bring about better conditions, includ- 
ing better teachers and better classroom methods. late 
1920 the staff the State Department consisted not more 
than half-dozen members, although that small group did 
yeoman service for the cause education. The General 
Assembly 1921, however, provided for the reorganization 
all state offices departmentalizing them under the present 
scheme organization. this process the Department 
Education was evolved and the title the executive head was 
changed Director Education. The change title gave 
evidence changed attitude the public. expressed con- 
fidence that the Department had progressed far leadership 
justify its investment with the authority direct the 
educational affairs the state. The authority the Director 
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Education was considerably broadened and succeeding gen- 
eral assemblies have confirmed the wisdom such action 
extending this authority still further. 

Perhaps the most significant feature this broader status 
that which gives the Director Education the authority 
set various kinds educational standards. Thus, has been 
possible prescribe courses instruction the numerous 
institutions that train teachers; makes possible the inspection 
and classification high schools; makes possible the general 
supervision and approval courses study the high schools; 
regulates the selection teachers, their certification, and their 
training service; extends the inspection buildings, 
grounds, and equipment. short, the co-ordinating 
influence through which last possible realize the 
dreams our educational leaders during almost century 
splendid work the creation the public sentiment that now 
sustains the entire system. 


rapidly expanding personnel the State Department 
during recent years traceable directly the larger 
authority given the Director Education the laws enacted 
the last five legislatures. 1920 there were five members 
the staff the State Superintendent Public Instruction. 
1921 the number the staff the Director Education 
was nine. 1923 there were seventeen members; 1925, 
nineteen members; 1927, twenty members; 1929, twenty- 
five members. 

Responsibility for supervision vocational education 
added the staff, 1921, supervisors vocational agricul- 
ture, vocational home economics, and vocational trades and 
industries. program rehabilitation the physically handi- 
capped added another member 1922. the 
blind, deaf, and crippled children the state required super- 
visor 1923. Child-accounting was inaugurated 1923 and 
another member added the staff. closer relationship with 
the Ohio Parent-Teacher Association was established 1925 
with representative that organization the Director’s 
staff. Universal physical education was required 1927, 
adding another staff member. The State School for the Deaf 
and the State School for the Blind were transferred the 
State Department Education 1927, and two new mem- 
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bers were added. radio was sponsored the 
State Department 1928, and another staff member came. 
The position Auditor the Department was created 
1928, and Director Research was added the staff. 
the same year the Department added Supervisor 
Parental Education and Consultant Elementary Educa- 
tion. Educational rehabilitation added another member 1929. 

Every one these additions the Director’s staff was 
made under authority laws enacted between 1921 and 1929. 
Through these channels representation the Director Edu- 
cation has been able develop program education for 
Ohio that under the old school laws was impossible. Direct 
contact with the schools the state matters supervision, 
curriculum building, financing, building, and equipment has 
enabled the State Department render types service during 
the past decade that are being more and more appreciated 
the authorities local schools they become better under- 
stood. 

Through the courtesy the editor the 
this issue set aside for the use the 
State Department Education. Since obviously compre- 
hensive account departmental activities cannot given 
single issue, only few the more recent developments are 
mentioned. complete statement the departmental program 
will found the forthcoming annual report the Director 
Education the Governor. [Vol. IX, No. 


Holding Fast and Proving 


FRANK WILSON 
division the work the State Department 


Education into more than score separate and dis- 

tinct phases activity involves problem correlation 
that challenges the administrative genius the Director 
Education and places upon him heavy responsibility. Each 
these activities the outgrowth conditions arising from the 
expansion our educational system meet the needs 
advancing civilization. Changes our industrial system and 
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the shifting our population have necessitated gradual modi- 
fication organization our schools and broadening the 
curricula therein. 

The unprecedented developments highway construction 
and the advent almost universal motor transportation have 
made possible corresponding expansion the boundaries 
school districts rural communities. Hundreds splendid 
school plants such neighborhoods throughout the state attest 
the alacrity well the eagerness with which our rural popu- 
lation has seized upon the idea centralization means 
providing for the children these larger areas the best that 
modern education has offer. Adherence these matters 
definite and sane policies has made this transition possible 
without undue disturbance the public mind and without 
burdensome levies upon the public purse. 

setting forth this publication the program and accom- 
plishments the Department Education recent years 
obviously unnecessary dwell length upon 
established activities the training and 
teachers; the inspection and classification school systems; the 
direction the several phases vocational training; the super- 
vision music, visual instruction, physical education, child- 
accounting and classes for handicapped children; and the oper- 
ation the film censorship, the state library, and the geological 
survey. These have long characterized the program the 
State Department least fairly well understood and 
appreciated those who have kept apace with educational 
affairs during the last decade, and the channels through which 
they operate have become well defined that the public has 
great difficulty evaluating their benefits. Through them 
administrative policies are carried steadily forward and reach 
the utmost confines the commonwealth. They occupy the 
front lines the struggle constantly being carried for the 
elevation standards and the improvement pedagogical 
procedures and personify the authority the Department its 
constant contacts with local school authorities. 

this Bulletin, however, the purpose not much 
emphasize the disposition the Department hold fast 
those things which are known good education set 
forth somewhat detail some the newer and less known 
developments. [Vol. IX, No. 


Educational Equalization 
DAVIS 


DUCATION the United States quite generally 
regarded state function. the actual administra- 

tion the function has been found desirable dele- 
gate the work the various subdivisions the state. This 
delegation, however, made with many conditions and restric- 
tions, that effect, the business education may better 
thought partnership enterprise between the state and the 
local community. 

Ohio, many other states, this partnership extends 
the financing the schools the less wealthy districts. Such 
partnership then becomes definitely business one which 
business principles must obtain the maximum education per 
dollar expended procured. The first business principle 
observed this partnership that the resources both 
the partners should pooled for the best carrying the 
business. Unless such resources are combined, uncertainty 
bound exist the amount funds available. The plan 
for administration the Educational Equalization and 
Rehabilitation Fund worked out the Department Edu- 
cation and the State Controlling Board arranges for such 
pooling resources. 

accomplished requesting from the county auditors 
statement the amount local tax money distributed each 
state-aid district. These tax data are combined Mr. 
Hutchins, the assistant state-aid auditor, with the state funds 
form the basic revenue operating the state-aid schools. When 
the resources have been pooled, the next principle observed 
that both partners should fully informed the expendi- 
tures made from such resources. Both these principles are 
essential keeping the partnership business sound basis 
which can result only when all obligations are paid promptly. 
Obligations can paid promptly only when they are incurred 
with the knowledge that funds are available meet them. 
Since few individuals and have sufficient money 
buy all the things which they might possibly desire buy, 
follows that institutions and individuals who expect retain 
their credit must buy only those things for which they can pay, 
other words, must live within their incomes. Such expendi- 
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ture, wise, must consider the order importance the 
things bought. 

The State Department Education its program part- 
nership with the local districts has considered the logical divi- 
sions under which the school boards make expenditures and has 
ranked them the following order importance: 


Salaries people working for the board education 
The operation the school plant 

Transportation pupils 

Tuition 

Repairs school plant equipment 

Purchase new equipment 

Building new buildings additions old ones 


These are listed order importance, that after having 
pooled the resources the partners, that the state and the 
local districts, for given year, obligations against such 
resources will made such order that the most important 
ones will covered first and the less important later. This 
means that the partnership will make sure that funds are avail- 
able pay all salaries when they are due, and after they are 
sure that funds are available for this purpose, funds may set 
aside for operation the plant, then for transportation, then 
for tuition, then for the most necessary repairs, then for the 
most urgently needed new equipment, and finally the residue 
may applied new construction. following this pro- 
gram, the partnership will find itself the end any given 
year with its bills paid. common with other institutions and 
most human beings will not have bought everything might 
have wished, but will have bought and paid for the most 
necessary things. 


foregoing brief statement the fundamental pol- 
icy under which the State Department and the State Con- 
trolling Board are administering the Educational Equalization 
and Rehabilitation Fund. will evident once that much 
research called for determining the items just mentioned. 
salary schedule must devised, which law simi- 
lar that districts which not participate. Such schedules 
have been built from time time conditions change over the 
state; the most recent one has just been completed, largely 
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through the able assistance Mr. Munzenmayer. The 
fundamental principles the schedule are bring state-aid 
districts teachers whose talents are comparable those 
teachers other districts, and encourage them remain 
these districts long teachers like talents remain simi- 
lar non-state-aid districts. way illustration one part this 
schedule, that for high-school teachers inserted Table 
Research now being carried determine fair salaries for 
bus drivers, clerks, and janitors. 


TABLE 


ARRANGED YEARS EXPERIENCE AND YEARS TRAINING 


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR HIGH-SCHOOL 
TEACHING YEARS BEYOND THE HIGH SCHOOL 

YEARS OF HIGH- 
ScHOOL EXPERIENCE 


| Two Three Four Five 

Eleven seventeen years........ 1,070 1,270 1,520 1,670 1,820 
Twenty-seven years and more..... 1,110 1,310 1,560 1,710 1,860 


importance salaries the operation the school 
plant, that is, the purchase coal, supplies, payment 
light bills, and various other miscellaneous expenses. These 
expenditures are rather largely governed local conditions, 
and long the school board gives evidence reasonable 
judgment management them the State does not seek 
interfere. 

Reference made here transportation costs other than 
that due salaries bus drivers which are included under 
salaries above and embraces largely transportation provided 
parents. Such payments are not thought salaries 
paid parents, but merely partial compensation the parents 
for expense taking the child school. 
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Tuition charges are not made between districts both 
which receive funds from the state. This done order 
avoid unnecessary bookkeeping since would really mean that 
money sent District would sent District District 
where might better have been sent direct. Tuition from 
state-aid districts non-state-aid districts paid semi- 
annually during January and June. The non-state-aid district 
sends bill the clerk the state-aid district, which 
approved him and forwarded the Department Educa- 
tion, where the account examined, and found satisfac- 
tory money allowed for such payment. the policy the 
Department that state-aid districts having tuition students from 
non-state-aid districts should collect such tuition promptly and 
the rate prescribed law. 

The cost repairs always somewhat elastic item since 
some repairs are absolutely necessary the continuance the 
school, others are urgently needed, and still others are merely 
desirable. obvious that money should expended for the 
first type repair before the second type considered, and 
that the third type should made only when ample funds are 
available. bring about this type expenditure the State 
Department through the efforts Mr. Braught has set 
procedure whereby the district lists its needed repairs the 
order urgency that such funds are available from the 
State for this purpose will set aside provide for the repairs 
most immediately needed and that those which cannot 
cared for immediately may used basis for building the 
budget for the following biennium. 

Equipment may considered along with repairs since 
often question whether purchase new equipment 
repair the old, and the treatment the problem the same. 
Individual districts submit lists equipment needed bring 
their schools standard, listing such equipment order 
need. 

The expenditures for new buildings represent slightly 
different situation from the preceding ones, that the amount 
funds available depends not only the current ability 
the district raise money but also upon its ability borrow 
through the issuance bonds. The State, its share this 
phase the partnership, does not have such additional source 
revenue. The adjustment, therefore, the amount 
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money supplied each the two partners must the basis 
each individual situation. This whole matter such 
importance that taken separate report this Bulle- 
tin prepared Mr. Holy, who charge this phase 
the work. 

The aim the Department Education and the Board 
Control administering this partnership business educa- 
tion secure the maximum amount education for every 
dollar expended and incur only those obligations which can 
paid during the current biennium from available funds. 
Both the Department Education and the Controlling Board 
feel that imperative that deficiency created. 

[Vol. IX, No. 


Ohio State Rehabilitation Program 


HOLY 


last legislature, the recommendation State 
Director Education, Mr. Clifton, appropriated 

addition the regular three million dollars for state 
equalization extra million dollars for each year the bien- 
nial period which might used for new buildings, additions, 
repairs, and equipment the nearly seven hundred districts 
receiving state aid. The bill covering this appropriation, which 
requires that all expenditures made from this fund approved 
the State Controlling Board, was signed Governor Myers 
Cooper and became effective April, 1929. One other pro- 
vision this appropriation bill required that such funds were 
not expended obligated September each year the 
biennial period should revert the general fund the State. 
determining how this fund for rehabilitating school 
plants could most wisely expended carrying out the Ohio 
constitutional provision “to secure thorough and efficient sys- 
tem common schools throughout the State,” was necessary 
collect large amount material from the schools the 
state-aid districts. task doing this was assigned the 
Director Education George Morris, rural-school 
supervisor; Braught, equipment auditor; and the writer. 
The program carried out 1929 roughly divided into 
two parts, the first consisting new buildings, additions, and 
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major repairs such new heating plants; and the second, 
equipment and repairs other than those included under the 
first. order secure the necessary material for the first 
part, forms were sent all county superintendents asking for 
information each school building the county system. 
Among the items included these forms were the kind, that 
is, whether frame, brick, stone; the size number rooms; 
date erection; cost; condition; grades accommodated; 
ment; distance surfaced road; number teachers and their 
salaries; and the cost per pupil for instruction. addition 
these data the county superintendents were asked prepare 
series county maps showing the location all schools, the 
present road system with the future road program, and where 
their judgment the permanent school center each school 
district should located together with the present schools 
which should become part it. With this available informa- 
tion visits from one three days were made the twenty- 
nine counties containing most the state-aid districts. The 
time there was spent examining roads, school buildings, sites, 
and equipment and conferring with various school officials. 
Following this, building program for each county was set up, 
and the part which should undertaken 1929 was deter- 
mined the basis the existing needs and the probability that 
the project would carried out the district. Definite pro- 
posals were then prepared and sent 192 different school 
districts. Supplementary proposals were made districts, 
making total 208 submitted. The improvements needed 
were outlined each, costs were estimated, and the amount 
the rehabilitation fund allowed the district and the condi- 
tions under which could participate were stipulated. 


major facts considered arriving this sum were the 
taxable wealth the district, the wealth per child enum- 
erated, the outstanding school bonds, the total tax levy, the 
tax levy for school purposes, the educational opportunities 
which the proposal would make possible, and the economy 
which would effected thereby. proposals, when 
approved the Director Education and the State Control- 
ling Board, were sent the county board education the 
establishment the new school district was one the condi- 
tions the proposal. Otherwise, they were sent directly the 
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local board education for its consideration. Within ten days 
the time mailing the proposals from the office the State 
Department, the boards were required take action either 
accepting rejecting the proposal and the conditions contained 
therein. the 208 proposals submitted 168, per cent, 
were accepted the boards having such authority. Sixty-seven 
those accepted had condition the submission bond 
the election November, 1929. Forty these, 
amounting $1,182,000, received the necessary majority 
per cent the votes cast. Many the others had con- 
dition that the board raise funds under the provision Section 
2293-15 which permits the boards education raise cer- 
tain amount money without vote the people. The 
analysis the proposals the forty districts which bond 
issues were passed the November election, shows that will 
possible eliminate 259 one-room schools. 

One the conditions each proposal was that the location, 
plans, and equipment approved the State Department 
Education. Since the election, the Department has, therefore, 
been working with the architects, superintendents, and local 
boards education developing plans which best meet the 
educational requirements the district. addition the 
assistance developing the plans, this supervision the part 
the State Department has another most salutary effect, 
namely, that keeping the contracts within the money avail- 
able. has also made possible the retention certain part 
the fund for equipping the building for school use. 

the time the county surveys study was also made 
the possibilities eliminating one-room schools with enroll- 
ment less than sixteen combining them with other nearby 
one-room schools. The Director Education under the pro- 
visions Section 7596 Ohio School Laws may require county 
and local boards education exercise such powers are 
vested them law condition for participating the 
state equalization fund. all cases where was found that 
small one-room schools could combined with others, letters 
were sent the county superintendents indicating the disposi- 
tion that could most advantageously made these schools. 
Approximately two hundred additional one-room schools were 
closed last September this means, making all reduction 
about four hundred fifty result the 1929 program. 
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second part the program, that applying repairs 
and equipment, was handled somewhat different man- 
ner. Blank forms, one for repairs and one for equipment, were 
mailed all clerks state-aid districts which were filled 
out triplicate and, approved the county superintendent, 
were returned the State Department 
The total the requests made these forms amounted 
$1,311,192 although only $381,270 were available meet the 
requests for 1929. The reduction these requests the 
available amount was made largely the recommendations 
the county superintendents, supplemented personal visits. 
Following this the forms were submitted the State Control- 
ling Board and, approved, one copy was returned the local 
board education authorizing the expenditure the indicated 
amount money for each specific purpose. One copy the 
original invoice for equipment was submitted, while the case 
repairs the items were submitted the contractor doing the 
work. All these bills for repairs were signed the president 
the local board education, who certified that the work had 
been carried out satisfactory manner. 

This, substance, the program used 1929. num- 
ber changes are being made the plan for 1930 based 
the experience last year. This plan now operation has 
several advantages. provides for setting each county 
ultimate building program locating the future permanent 
elementary- and high-school centers, which, course, must 
checked from time time. Since the participation 
this fund contingent the carrying out the conditions 
contained the proposal, many changes such enlarging the 
districts and eliminating small schools are made possible. The 
fund enables these districts provide much better housing and 
equipment than would otherwise provided. focuses the 
attention the school officials—state, county, and local—on 
the school system the county, should the next five 
ten years. The condition each proposal that the location, 
plans, and equipment all buildings and additions made 
state-aid districts approved certain state authorities puts 
the State Department Education position assist pro- 
curing the educational facilities needed for each district. The 
plan for repairs and equipment provides that the expenditure 
that portion the rehabilitation fund allotted for these items 
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assigned the districts having the most urgent need. Con- 
sideration this distribution given whether not the 
school question one the permanent centers. not, 
only the absolute minimum for repairs allowed. insures, 
also, that expenditure will limited the available funds, the 
corollary which that all obligations for the improvement 
school buildings within these districts will promptly met. 
After having been touch with this program for almost 
year, the writer thoroughly convinced that offers one the 
most effective methods guaranteeing that the state shall 
receive dollar’s worth educational opportunity for each 
dollar expended for buildings, repairs, and equipment. Men- 
tion should here made the splendid co-operation the 
county superintendents without whose help the program 

conceived and carried out would not have been possible. 
[Vol. IX, No. 


State-wide Research 
OSBURN 


policies administration arise out accurate 
knowledge facts and correct interpretation that 

knowledge. The educational future Ohio remark- 
ably hopeful because the people the state want know the 
facts and are willing face them. With such spirit this, 
long step has been made laying the foundation for future 
growth. When the facts are known and correctly interpreted, 
progress almost sure follow. 

The main function state department education 
furnish inspiration and leadership the great work pro- 
moting intelligent citizenship. The function educational 
research discover facts, organize them, and assist the 
interpretation their meaning terms the purposes and 
aims which constitute the educational spirit 
ation and leadership can exist temporarily the basis per- 
sonal opinion prejudice, but lasting results can obtained 
only when the truth known and used guide for practice. 
For these reasons activity research becoming more and 
more necessity the intelligent inauguration and administra- 
tion the educational policies state. 
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The Division Research the Ohio State Department 
Education began its work March 1929. Previous that 
time considerable research had been initiated for the Depart- 
ment persons who were not members the departmental 
staff. Some investigatory activities were also under way 
different members the staff. This work has continued and 
has proved great value, but, necessity, has 
carried those whose major interests lie fields other 
than research. 

For this reason, was deemed advisable start Division 
Research within the State Department Education. This 
division has twofold function. First, the promotion 
research persons and agencies outside the Division and 
second, the carrying its own research activities. Marked 
progress has been made both these functions. present 
more than forty research projects relating the educational 
problems Ohio are being conducted score workers 
who are not members the Division Research. These 
problems relate such subjects vocational education, radio 
education, teacher training, music, finance, equalization edu- 
cational opportunity, administration, buildings, equipment, 
physical education, visual education, and parental education. 


year the Director the Division makes inventory 
the subjects upon which research particularly needed and 
endeavors find qualified persons carry the desired 
studies. addition this, the Department conducts various 
projects its own. The most extensive project for this year 
has been the preparation and publication eight so-called 
“fields subject-matter” which are serve the bases the 
State Scholarship Contests. Each summary used 
guide for those who wish prepare for the test that partic- 
ular subject and for those who make out the questions. this 
way every pupil who takes the tests will have equal chance 
himself justice, since each may know beforehand just what 
ground the questions will cover. 

Each field subject-matter broad its scope. The 
material each has been subjected the criticism approx- 
imately twenty experts that field. printed pamphlet 
will revised each year the light all worth-while criti- 
cism. rapidly possible material the subject relating 
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new objectives and requiring new teaching techniques will 
introduced. this way new type supervision has been 
provided secondary education. Each school may now profit 
from subject-matter that has been endorsed score experts 
instead that set forth only the authors particular text- 
books. The plan appears have splendid possibilities for the 
improvement instruction secondary education. soon 
feasible, additional fields subject-matter will constructed 
for other secondary-school subjects. Eventually the plan may 
also extended the elementary-school subjects. 

addition the preparation these fields subject- 
matter, number less extensive studies have been com- 
pleted under the supervision the Director the Division 
Educational Research. Some these studies have yielded 
results major importance. For example, Mr. Sibert, 
then Nova, Ohio, completed study the improvement 
silent-reading ability among high-school pupils. Mr. Sibert’s 
results show conclusively that such improvement possible and 
that the amount may strikingly large. there 
will reason for secondary-school teachers have worry 
along with pupils who fail learn well they should 
because inability get the thought from the printed page. 

The world has grown pessimistic with reference the pos- 
sibility teaching pupils solve arithmetical problems. But 
Mr. Drennan, Wheeling, West Virginia, working under the 
Director Research the Ohio State Department Educa- 
tion, has developed technique for teaching the solving prob- 
lems that will bring genuine encouragement all. Mr. Dren- 
nan has proved that such teaching possible, and has de- 
scribed detail just how can done. 

Mr. Edmiston, Lima, carried significant study relat- 
ing the overlapping between the content general science 
and that physics the high school. Mr. Edmiston has 
shown that considerable portion the subject-matter 
physics almost perfectly understood beforehand nearly 
all the pupils who take high-school physics. Other portions 
the content the same subject are well known beforehand 
the pupils that short review all that necessary. 
result these findings, Mr. Edmiston estimates that forty 
days may saved out the year the physics the high- 
school pupil. saving large this merits the careful atten- 
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tion all school officials and teachers these days over- 
crowded courses study. 

One the most puzzling questions which school people 
have meet that the selection textbooks. Mr. Kendall, 
Columbus, has made study which contribution this 
problem. Incidentally Mr. Kendall shows that the amount 
emphasis placed the several objectives junior high-school 
mathematics the authors certain well-known textbooks 
markedly variable. Some objectives are overstressed while 
others are omitted entirely. Mr. Kendall has made significant 
start the solution this perplexing problem. 

The question how secure accuracy the fundamentals 
arithmetic exceedingly troublesome many schools. Two 
attacks were made this problem connection with the State 
Division Research. One these has been carried 
Foltz, superintendent Crawford County schools. The 
study was county-wide and had with improvements 
instruction the fundamentals means the inventory tech- 
nique. The successful use this technique has been demon- 
strated Superintendent Foltz, and valuable information con- 
cerning the permanency the improvement has thus been 
secured. second study the fundamentals arithmetic 
being carried Mr. Lowary, Youngstown, Ohio. 
This investigation relates the nature and causes errors 
long division and means preventing these errors. has 
gone far enough with his studies prove that his contribution 
will valuable one this much neglected field research 
arithmetic. 

Other studies are process relating such problems 
improvement the fundamentals English, grade placement 
English, and methods for the scoring the essay type 
examination. From the answers questionnaire sent out 
the Director Research, apparent that strong demand 
exists throughout the state for research activities relating the 
causes failure almost all the subjects that are taught 
school. The greatest need for help present seems 
connection with instruction English. particularly 
desired the teaching grammar. 

Requests have also been received for research studies 
the content teacher-training courses with view toward 
fixing the content more clearly and toward avoiding unneces- 
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sary duplication. the administrative side there urgent 
need for research the improvement methods educa- 
tional accounting and the provision new sources for the 
revenue the school. Before long also shall need more 
information concerning the desirability the county unit 
organization Ohio. 


research studies the State Department will pub- 
lished soon possible. The demands for new studies 
will also met rapidly adequate assistance can pro- 
vided for carrying them on. the meantime desirable 
call special attention the fact that the amount research car- 
ried connection with the Ohio State Department 
Education during the past two years has established record. 
Few State Departments Education can show similar 
amount research activity during that period. 

The reason for this achievement lies the fact that there 
higher education, research divisions city schools, other 
research agencies, and individual workers everywhere are 
pooling their activities and their resources. Special efforts 
are made inform all workers what other members 
the co-operative group are doing. conferences 
are held which plans are made and criticisms are given and 
received. these means duplication effort avoided 
and sound techniques are assured. 

The progress research much facilitated also the 
fact that individuals working under the supervision the 
Director Research the State Department Education 
may receive college credit for their work. This feature 
assures the promotion research activities local school 
systems whether the systems have local directors research 
not. Thus workers everywhere are encouraged study 
research methods and apply them local situations. 
mately each school superintendent shall able attack the 
problems his local situation with the best tools that modern 
science has offer. 

After one year existence, the prospects the State 
Division Educational Research are decidedly encouraging. 
The year has brought growing realization the great num- 
ber things which not know. clear that there 
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cause for conflict among research workers. There 
danger that the field may exhausted overworked. 
Educational problems are growing rapidly number and 
complexity that co-operative research activities cannot increase 
too rapidly. With the present hearty co-operation among 
research workers shall able avoid useless duplication 
effort and shall continue make significant investigations 
that have scarcely been dreamed IX, No. 


The Scholarship Contest 


WOOD 


year the State Department Education sponsored the 

County-District-State Scholarship Contest which more 

than fifteen thousand high-school pupils, representing 

high schools fifty-two counties, participated. This immedi- 

ate response, together with the numerous favorable comments 

and the interest shown, has made possible for this work 
increased. 

One the new features the scholarship contest for this 
year the Every Pupil Test for High-School Pupils. The 
parent the Every Pupil Testing Program Ohio the 
Every Pupil Scholarship Contest conducted the Kansas 
State Teachers College, Emporia, Kansas. Kansas last 
year, nearly eight hundred thousand copies the high-school 
and elementary Every Pupil Scholarship Contest Tests were 
used. These statements give idea the growth interest 
the contest. Four hundred thousand copies the first Ohio 
test were used December 10, 1929. 

the Ohio Every Pupil Test each member the class 
participates. class takes the test its regular classroom 
the regular class hour. The principal, the superintendent, 
regular teacher administers the test. Complete instructions 
for giving the tests and scoring them after they are given 
accompany the tests. 

After the tests have been given, the teachers each school, 
under the immediate direction the superintendent the 
principal, score the test papers and tabulate the scores. The 
class distribution made special blank, certified the 
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superintendent and the teacher the subject, and sent the 
Department Education, where checked. The results are 
prepared the State Department, and the report sent 
each high school the state. 

The report the results the first Every Pupil Test 
included detailed information concerning the results obtained 
each subject. The Ohio standards for each test were given, 
that teacher could compare the scores the members 
her class with the scores made all pupils who took the test. 

Two dates were arranged for the every-pupil testing. The 
first was held December 10, 1929. The second will 
held Tuesday, April 1930. Each class that entered the first 
test will have opportunity compare its first test rank with 
its second test rank. This will provide excellent challenge 
for better work. possible for each pupil his best 
toward increasing his rank the second test. 

The pupil who may the weakest member class may 
not the weakest pupil the state. The pupil who the 
strongest pupil class may not the strongest pupil the 
state. The Every Pupil Test will give both these extreme 
members, well every other member each class, 
opportunity discover the status their achievement. 


purpose the general scholarship contest for high- 
school Seniors place emphasis thorough work 
high school, provide means selecting the best high- 
school Seniors, and make possible for those selected 
secure scholarships. 

Following are the five subject groups which tests will 
given and all which each contestant will required take: 


Mathematics 

Arithmetic, algebra, plane geometry 
English 

Fundamentals, American and English literature 
History 

United States history, world history, Ohio history 
Science 

Physics, chemistry, general science, biology 
Social Science 

The world today 


Those interested the State Scholarship Contest believe 
that may used increase interest serious efforts 
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scholarship, assist creating balance between curricular and 
extra-curricular activities, increase the community’s interest 
and respect for curricular work, afford the school and the 
community opportunity recognize worthy scholastic 
endeavor, and challenge the bright boys and girls. 

The competing schools have been classified city, exempted 
village, private, and county. The state has been divided into 
five districts. The five state institutions—Ohio University, 
Bowling Green State College, Miami University, Kent State 
College, and Ohio State University—are the centers which 
the teams will Saturday, May 1930. Saturday, 
May 10, the state winners will invited Columbus where 
they will receive the state awards. 

team will consist not more than thirteen pupils and 
not fewer than ten. The members each will compete for 
district and state team and individual honors. 

bulletin, The Field Covered, has been published for 
each the following subjects: algebra, plane geometry, chem- 
istry, physics, American history, Latin, French, and English 
composition and grammar. The content each bulletin repre- 
sents the beginning rather than the end our scholarship proj- 
ect. Curricular material must fluent rather than fixed. The 
field subject-matter that described each bulletin there- 
fore tentative. will changed from time time condi- 
tions warrant. this, our beginning, are compelled de- 
scribe curricular materials much they are now taught rather 
than they should be. For the present and immediate future 
cannot venture make radical changes. Consequently, most 
the material outlined each bulletin corresponds rather 
closely the content the textbooks that are now general 
use Ohio high schools. 

May hasten add, however, that shall every- 
thing our power bring into general use the many new and 
valuable objectives soon techniques for teaching them have 
been worked out. One the most intriguing features 
state scholarship contest the opportunity that offers get 
done eventually the things that should done—to realize, 
finally, the objectives which now perceive clearly but can- 
not approximate. [Vol. IX, No. 
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Elementary Education 
LAURA ZIRBES 


the past decade elementary education has been 


enabled move forward along many lines. This 

has been due the vigorous force scientific studies 
which have pointed the need for remaking courses study, 
initiating new learning and teaching procedures, adapting in- 
struction individual differences, introducing more effective 
and abundant reading materials, and evaluating the outcomes 
instruction relation acceptable aims and objectives. 
the more progressive communities these needs are recognized, 
and the work the elementary schools reflects the serious 
efforts informed leaders put these recommendations for 
reconstruction into effect. This situation confronts the Ohio 
State Department Education with the twofold challenge 
encouraging and guiding reconstruction where already 
under way and stimulating communities which have 
not sensed the need. 

Wherever local leadership has taken advantage oppor- 
tunities for professional study this field, the effect visible 
the schools and the standards which such leadership ap- 
plies. While the State Department Education has done 
much raise the standards teacher training, there type 
training service for which the Department has only re- 
cently been able make some provision for the elementary 
schools. This consultative and supervisory service the 
field specialist elementary education. This service 
essentially different from inspectional supervision, 
accounts for the favorable attitude teachers, principals, local 
supervisors, and superintendents toward it. The demand and 
need for consultative service far exceed the provision which 
the State has thus far been able make. The half-time serv- 
ice one consultant elementary education was arranged 
experiment within the administration the present director. 
The possibilities demonstrated during the first two years are 
ample warrant for the continuance the plan more 
permanent basis and also for the expansion the work through 
the appointment one full-time field assistant for follow-up 
work and one part-time office assistant aid the develop- 
ment bulletins, bibliographies, and other correspondence 
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service. Until such assistance arranged, the activities the 
State Consultant Elementary Education must confined 
only such schools keenly feel the need and clamor for the 
service. always better part job well than 

Systematic study and field visitation indicate that the State 
Consultant should for the time being chiefly concerned with 
the following types activities: 


Special supervisory service through visitation 
Consultation with committees and advice concerning curricular 
problems 


Preparation bulletins relating the most common needs these 
are discovered field work 

Correspondence covering field problems 

Guidance field investigations and studies elementary education 
carried local persons 

Specially conducted visits centers where progressive work 
elementary education may observed and discussed 

Individual conferences special problems Columbus appoint- 
ment 


The development co-operation among the supervisors elemen- 
tary education the state 

The promotion local supervision the non-inspectional demo- 
cratic and creative type and the encouragement desirable forms 
educational leadership 

10. The development means recognizing and spreading outstand- 
ing techniques classroom work improve the general level 
teaching throughout the state 


Most these ten types are self-evident that further 
explanation them not needed. few words way 
emphasis may place concerning the first type. this 
supervisory service, the consultant spends from two five days 
community conferring with school heads and studying local 
needs first hand. Teachers are visited they work, special 
conferences are held, and concrete and specific help given. 
Suggestions are made and stimulation afforded teachers 
reinforce whatever progressive features are found 
the programs local administrators and supervisors. the 
end the visit, final conference with those responsible for 
local leadership, further guidance and 
follow-up work are suggested. Obviously, this much more 
extensive service than afforded ordinary inspection. 
worth mentioning, also, that under special circumstances and 
special arrangement, college credit may earned local 
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persons who successfully carry field investigations under the 
guidance the consultant. 

The foregoing program only hint what might 
done, but has least one virtue. forward-looking 
attempt bring within the reach every elementary school 
Ohio the many advantages which recent professional progress 
makes possible and desirable. [Vol. IX, No. 


Education Radio 


CLIFTON 
Ohio School the Air, inaugurated January, 


1929, has focused the attention the nation the 

Ohio State Department Education its attempt 
exploration this promising field. This major problem 
research has been handled most efficiently Mr. Dar- 
row, who his engaging personality and unceasing efforts 
behalf the school children has earned the familiar title 
“Uncle Ben” with the fifty thousand boys and girls his 
“school,” undoubtedly the largest group children history 
directed educational affairs single voice and 
accordance with definite course study. Twenty-nine states, 
according actual reports, have listened the Ohio School 
the Air and have testified its educational value. 

The adaptability radio instruction classroom pro- 
cedures still the experimental stage. extravagant 
claims are being advanced its proponents, yet interesting 
and suggestive note that even the experiments thus far con- 
ducted have brought from pupils, teachers, and administrators 
such mass favorable evidence not only justify past 
efforts and expense but encourage the continuance the 
project. Tested experiments, some things are now fairly 
well established. instance, there seems question but 
that pupils are stimulated attentive listening, the pedagogic 
value which undeniable. Teachers testify that instruction 
vitalized, that variety added the program the school, 
and that pupils assemble information much more speedily than 
from books alone. They become more keenly aware them- 
selves part the world which they live. Their imagi- 
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nation fired the romance the radio, the twentieth- 
century marvel. The aim all true education more speedily 
served that intellectual curiosity awakened young minds, 
ambitions are stirred, points view are extended, and apprecia- 
tion art, music, drama, current events, nature, government, 
and the like increased. 

Many teachers are convinced that children are emotionally 
affected the knowledge that they are listening company 
with thousands other children, particularly such occa- 
sions Armistice Day. Teachers have testified that radio may 
used enrich the curriculum and provide features not other- 
wise available. Special lessons health, character building, 
thrift, patriotism, and government form invaluable supple- 
ment the regular classroom instruction. Radio lessons the 
regular school subjects also are easily correlated, fact which 
makes the text more realistic and helps the pupils understand 
and appreciate it. Class interest increased, and note-taking 
ability developed. Voluntary research and study result from 
the proper use the broadcasts. Thus seems that the radio 
may used contribute the common aims education. 

Not only the pupils but also the teacher and patrons profit 
from the broadcasts. The demonstration lessons bring the 
teacher new ideas, new lesson plans, new methods, and new 
exercises. They relieve the strain continual direction class 
work, enabling the teacher study her class and observe in- 
dividual differences more effectively than when she actively 
conducting the work. Patrons are awakened new under- 
standing and appreciation school work, thereby developing 
intelligent and abiding interest our public-school system. 

foreword teachers the September, 1929, issue 
the Ohio School the Air Courier, made some statements 
which the events this school year prompt repeat here: 

may said that time has the world science been able and 
willing serve education the present. The radio, having passed through 
joyous, carefree childhood, and the storm and stress the adolescent period, 
now approaching mature, creative manhood. comes knocking the 
schoolroom door, says, “Can you, will you use me?” Great broadcasting 
stations are our service. wealth talent available, but unless there 
close co-operation between the radio teacher and the classroom teacher, the 
pupils will profit but little. 

One marvels the tremendous possibilities the radio. But the class- 
room use the radio many problems remain solved. Extensive experi- 
mentation the psychology hearing should made. New principles 
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teaching must evolved. New methods must developed, for educational 
broadcasting still the experimental stage. But big idea foot, and 
teachers, body who have always performed our duty towards public 
education, must co-operate order that the radio may made work 
constantly new ways. 

Even age marvels, there something awe-inspiring about the 
radio. Through the radio the throbbing present may brought home 
and the dead past made live again. Certainly not the least the splendid 
achievements radio has been the development radio education—the 
enriching and vitalizing classroom instruction. 

Very gratifying results have already been noted. However, with the 
conception that the newest aid education seeks complement but not 
substitute for the living presence the classroom teacher, who shall set bounds 
what may confidently expect accomplish advancing the ends and 
aims true education the days which lie immediately before 
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Parental Education 
JESSIE ALLEN CHARTERS 


the fall 1927 the Ohio Congress Parents and Teach- 
ers adopted resolution develop plan for the promo- 

tion parental education the Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions. The State President, Mrs. Kendel, appointed 
parental education committee, with Arnold, director 
extension Wittenberg College, chairman. Mrs. Kendel 
and Mr. Arnold approached the State Department Educa- 
tion and Ohio State University for assistance and advice 
state-wide program parental education. This appeared 
opportune moment for the establishment department 
parental education co-operative service between the State 
Department and the University. 

Many activities the field parental education are 
already going on. Many existing organizations have potential 
opportunities for developing programs for the education 
parents. The State Department Education has undertaken 
new and competing program its own, nor has set 
plan for independent organizations. The purpose give 
service any institution, group, individual who engaged 
parental education has any desire opportunity engage 


“Foreword Teachers,” Ohio School the Air Courier, (1929), 
pp. 1-2. 
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it, and foster parental education all parts the state. 

Two experiments are being tried order reach out into 
the many parts the state which are anxious for help con- 
ducting parents’ study. The first experiment, used 1928-29, 
was tried co-operation with the Ohio Congress Parents 
and Teachers. The state president that organization, 
conference with the chairman the parental education com- 
mittee and the district directors, selected six district chairmen 
parental education, who gave loyal service introducing 
parental education the local parent-teacher associations 
throughout the state. These district chairmen gave talks, held 
conferences, met study-group leaders, secured study material, 
and other ways assisted the program the State Department. 
The district chairmen for 1928-29 were: Mrs. Bertha Chaney 
Greenwood, Youngstown, for the northeast district; Mrs. 
Lowery, New Concord, for the east; Mrs. Milo Kimball, 
Athens, for the southeast; Mrs. William Geron, Springfield, 
for the central; Rev. Phelps, Hillsboro, for the south- 
west; Mrs. Merrell, Swanton, for the northwest. 

The success work through selected representatives who 
are willing give interested co-operation indicates the advis- 
ability extension the plan. rapidly possible co- 
operators are being selected and invited become informal 
representatives the department parental education and 
become responsible for the extension work their com- 
munities. hope eventually have every community 
some one whose primary interest the development oppor- 
tunities for parents study. This field appeals the imagi- 
native and constructive thinking those leaders who may have 
found the rewards club work social leadership inadequate, 
who have graduated from the school practical parenthood 
with honors and are ready use their experience service. 


second experiment which being tried order reach 
many places simultaneously that radio education. 
regular morning half-hour, ten ten-thirty Tuesdays, 
has been given from the beginning. For several months fam- 
ily hour was conducted seven o’clock the evening. four 
o’clock program has been given for study groups and will 
continued. the spring 1929 radio course was offered 
and was successful that hope make similar courses 
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regular feature the programs. Radio lectures part 
the program parents’ study groups will perhaps supply the 
expert speaker not otherwise available the more remote sec- 
tions the state. 

Parents become keenly aware the importance their 
job they study. They become aware the inadequacy 
the information available books for their more serious prob- 
lems. When there are serious home difficulties, parents hith- 
erto have done the best they could, but too often their best has 
not been good enough statistics indicate. What the parent 
needs the help consultant the more serious problems 
child training. Ohio now has least twenty places where 
parents may and consult specialists children’s problems for 
still needed assist parents’ study groups their educational 
programs. Both the field worker and the clinic are integral 
parts the advisory service parents state department 
parental education. have one field worker organizing 
study groups, discovering leaders, interesting communities 
the purpose parental education, and sending out study mate- 
rials. Initial contacts have been made southeastern Ohio 
where the district director the parent-teacher associations 
and the State Director the Bureau Child Welfare have 
co-operated. 


impossible give reliable estimate the number 
parents now studying with whom are directly indi- 
rectly contact. The 1929 report the president the 
Ohio Congress Parents and Teachers, however, contains this 
statement: Cincinnati and Cleveland, where there 
were already extensive plans for parental education, about 175 
groups are listed carrying from six ten meetings 
parental education.” Many localities have good study groups 
which were probably not included the report. the other 
hand, some groups were reported which did not meet through- 
out the year, and some were “study” groups courtesy only. 

The Child Conservation League has large number 
groups, many which have long since given their commer- 


list available psychological clinics Ohio will furnished upon request. See 
Maxfield, Francis “Child Clinics,” Educational Research Bulletin, VIII (1929), 
pp. 220-22. 
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cial affiliations. any case, nearly all them have done ser- 
ious work, their considerable investment textbooks being 
evidence sincerity purpose. Commercial companies have 
also fostered parental education through the sale books. 

Then, too, parents have come together for child study 
groups quite independent any organization 
Some these have been going for years. The Froebel 
Club, Lancaster, which has been meeting regularly for thirty 
years, only one example out many. There are mothers’ 
clubs connected with churches and with private schools and 
mothers’ study groups affiliated with women’s clubs, also. 
Finally, the home demonstration agents twenty counties are 
supervising classes which study many topics importance 
the field parental education. Thus, impossible esti- 
mate, even approximately, the number parents Ohio who 
are striving genuinely equip themselves for their task. 

The University Cincinnati has plan for leadership 
training which working successfully that city. Cleveland 
College and the College Education, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, are also engaged training leaders. The plan 
Ohio State University for securing co-operating centers 
leadership training all the colleges and universities the 
state already under way. 

Parental education not entirely new, since has been 
going Ohio well other places for years. Progress 
education slow, but America dedicated the belief that 
sure. Improvement educational techniques, methods 
for reaching everybody, and devising ways carrying infor- 
mation over into conduct the only means known speed 
progress. The materials studied under such topics sanitation, 
food for infants, and physical hygiene have been well suited 
the needs parents and easy use every-day life that 
wherever there has been education this sort there has been 
great decrease the mortality rate and improvement 
general health. parental education fails improve the life 
the home and the community, because inadequate 
and unsuitable material, poor leadership, and inability 


transfer the subject-matter books over into human behavior. 
[Vol. IX, No. 


t 


